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DETAILED ACTION 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/02/2008 has been entered. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 31-37 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art 
to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth 
the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Regarding Claims 38-43, the claims present the term "the computer readable medium", 
however, this term is no where to be found in applicant's specification as originally filed. 
Appropriate correction or clarification of that term is respectfully requested in order to 
advance prosecution of the current pending case. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

3. Claims 31 - 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pettey et al (PGPUB-No: 2003/0014544) in view of Park et al. (PGPUB-No: 
2002/0073322). 

Regarding claim 31, Pettey teaches a data communications connection method for the 
Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) comprising the steps of: prior to the establishment 
of a TCP/IP connection an initiating party computer system sending a connection 
request message to a receiving party computer system ( paragraphs 0069, 0107, see 
figures 3 and 8); receiving the connection request message at the receiving party 
computer system (paragraphs 61 , 69, see figures 2 and 3); opening a TCP connection 
at the receiving party computer system (paragraph 58, figure 2) except for the initiating 
party computer system, and, communicating between the initiating and receiving party 
computer systems using TCP communication packets. However Park et al. teach the 
initiating party computer system, and, communicating between the initiating and 
receiving party computer systems using TCP communication packets (paragraph 14, 
lines 1-7, paragraph 15, line 1-7, paragraph 18, lines 6-14, paragraph 20, lines 8-15 
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).Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the method of Nickels to include a connection has already been 
negotiated by the receiving party as taught by park in order to provide security system 
thereby improve more customer services. 

Regarding claim 32, Pettey further teaches a data communications connection method 
according to claim 31 , wherein the connection request message includes data on the 
connection requested (paragraphs 69, 107, see figure 3 and 8). 

Regarding claim 33, Park further teaches a data communications connection method 
according to claim 31, wherein the connection request message includes information on 
the initiating party computer system (paragraphs 18, 20). 

Regarding claim 34, Pettey further teaches a data communications connection method 
according to claim 31, further comprising: evaluating the connection request message at 
the receiving party computer system prior to opening a TCP connection (paragraphs 
1 21 , 1 23, see figures 1 2 and 1 3). 

Regarding claim 35, Pettey further teaches a data communications connection method 
according to claim 34, wherein evaluating the connection request message includes 
authenticating data within the connection request message (paragraph 107, 123, see 
figure 12). 
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Regarding claim 36, Park further teaches a data communications connection method 
according to claim 34, wherein evaluating the connection request message includes 
authenticating the initiating party computer system (paragraph 14, lines 1-7, paragraph 
15, line 1-7, paragraph 18, lines 6-14, paragraph 20, lines 8-15 ) 

Regarding claim 37, Park further teaches a data communications connection method 
according to claim 34, further comprising negotiating an encryption key during 
evaluation (paragraphs 15, 23, see figure 3). 

Regarding claim 38, Pettey teaches a computer-readable medium having computer- 
executable instructions for performing a data communications connection method for 
the Transmission Control Protocol (TCP) comprising the steps of: prior to the 
establishment of a TCP/IP connection an initiating party computer system sending a 
connection request message to a receiving party computer system ( paragraphs 69, 
107, see figures 3 and 8); receiving the connection request message at the receiving 
party computer system (paragraphs 61 , 69, see figures 2 and 3); opening a TCP 
connection at the receiving party computer system (paragraph 58, figure 2) except for 
the initiating party computer system, and, communicating between the initiating and 
receiving party computer systems using TCP communication packets. However Park et 
al. teach the initiating party computer system, and, communicating between the initiating 
and receiving party computer systems using TCP communication packets (paragraph 
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14, lines 1-7, paragraph 15, line 1-7, paragraph 18, lines 6-14, paragraph 20, lines 8-15 
).Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of 
invention to modify the method of Nickels to include a connection has already been 
negotiated by the receiving party as taught by park in order to provide security system 
thereby improve more customer services. 

Regarding claim 39, Park further teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 38, 
wherein the connection request message includes information on the initiating party 
computer system (paragraphs 18, 20). 

Regarding claim 40, Pettey further teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 
38, further comprising computer-executable instructions for the step of evaluating the 
connection request message at the receiving party computer system prior to opening 
the TCP connection(paragraphs 121, 123, see figures 12 and 13). 

Regarding claim 41, Pettey further teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 
40, wherein evaluating the connection request message includes authenticating data 
within the connection request message (paragraph 107, 123, see figure 12). 

Regarding claim 42, Park further teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 40, 
wherein evaluating the connection request message includes authenticating the 
initiating party computer system (paragraph 14, lines 1-7, paragraph 15, line 1-7, 
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paragraph 18, lines 6-14, paragraph 20, lines 8-15 ). 

Regarding claim 43, Park further teaches the computer-readable medium of claim 40, 
further comprising computer-executable instructions for the step of negotiating an 
encryption key during evaluation (paragraphs 15, 23, see figure 3). 

Regarding claim 44, Pettey teaches a communication connection system adapted to 
communicate under the Transmission Control Protocol (TCP), comprising: an initiating 
device adapted to send a connection request message prior to the establishment of a 
TCP/IP connection ( paragraphs 69, 107, see figure 3); and a receiving device adapted 
to receive the connection request message (paragraphs 61 , 69, see figures 2 and 3); 
open a TCP connection at the receiving device(paragraph 58, figure 2) except for the 
initiating device, and communicate with the initiating device using TCP communication 
packets. However Park et al. teach the initiating device, and communicate with the 
initiating device using TCP communication packets (paragraph 14, lines 1-7, paragraph 
15, line 1-7, paragraph 18, lines 6-14, paragraph 20, lines 8-15 ).Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of invention to modify 
the communication of Nickels to include a connection has already been negotiated by 
the receiving party as taught by park in order to provide security system thereby 
improve more customer services. 
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Regarding claim 45, Park further teaches the communication connection system of 
claim 44, wherein the connection request message includes information on the initiating 
device (paragraphs 18, 20). 

Regarding claim 46, Pettey further teaches the communication connection system of 
claim 44, wherein the receiving device is further adapted to evaluate the connection 
request message prior to opening the TCP connection at the receiving device for the 
initiating device (paragraphs 121, 123, see figures 12 and 13). 

Regarding claim 47, Pettey further teaches communication system of claim 46, 
wherein evaluating the connection request message includes authenticating data within 
the connection request message (paragraph 107, 123, see figure 12). 

Regarding claim 48, Park further teaches the communication connection system of 
claim 46, wherein evaluating the connection request message includes authenticating 
the initiating device (paragraph 14, lines 1-7, paragraph 15, line 1-7, paragraph 18, lines 
6-14, paragraph 20, lines 8-15 ). 

Regarding claim 49, Park further teaches the communication connection system of 
claim 46, wherein the receiving device is further adapted to negotiate an encryption key 
with the initiating device (paragraphs 15, 23, see figure 3). 
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Regarding claim 50, Pettey teaches a communication connection system adapted to 
communicate under the Transmission Control Protocol (TCP), comprising: an initiating 
device adapted to send a connection request message prior to the establishment of a 
TCP/IP connection ( paragraphs 69, 107, see figure 3); and a receiving device adapted 
to receive the connection request message (paragraphs 61 , 69, see figures 2 and 3); 
open a TCP connection at the receiving device(paragraph 58, figure 2) except for the 
initiating device, and communicate with the initiating device using TCP communication 
packets. However Park et al. teach the initiating device, and communicate with the 
initiating device using TCP communication packets (paragraph 14, lines 1-7, paragraph 
15, line 1-7, paragraph 18, lines 6-14, paragraph 20, lines 8-15 ).Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of invention to modify 
the communication of Nickels to include a connection has already been negotiated by 
the receiving party as taught by park in order to provide security system thereby 
improve more customer services. 

Regarding claim 51, Park further teaches the communication connection system of 
claim 50, wherein the connection request message includes information on the initiating 
device (paragraphs 18, 20). 

Regarding claim 52, Pettey further teaches communication connection system of claim 
50, wherein the receiving device is further adapted to evaluate the connection request 
message prior to opening the TCP connection at the receiving device for the initiating 
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device (paragraphs 121,1 23, see figures 1 2 and 1 3). 

Regarding claim 53, Pettey further teaches the communication connection system of 
claim 52, wherein evaluating the connection request message includes authenticating 
data within the connection request message (paragraph 107, 123, see figure 12). 

Regarding claim 54, Park further teaches the communication connection system of 
claim 52, wherein evaluating the connection request message includes authenticating 
the initiating device (paragraph 14, lines 1-7, paragraph 15, line 1-7, paragraph 18, lines 
6-14, paragraph 20, lines 8-15 ). 

Regarding claim 55, Park further teaches the communication connection system of 
claim 52, wherein the receiving device is further adapted to negotiate an encryption key 
with the initiating device (paragraphs 15, 23, see figure 3). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
Applicant's disclosure. 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571 ) 273-8300 or mailed to: 
Commissioner for patents 
P.O.Box1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
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Randolph Building 
401 Dulany street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Adel Y. Youssef whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3525. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Thursday 8am-5pm EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, ANDERSON MATTHEW can be reached on (571)272-4177.The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner, Art Unit 2618 
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